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Society: History News

HISTORY NEWS
Call for Papers/Conferences

1998 FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL MEETING
“Planters in Paradise:
Florida’s Plantation Economy”
April 29-May 1, 1999
Sunspree Resort
Daytona Beach Holiday Inn
Please send a 500-word paper proposal, any audio-visual requirements, and the preferred date for your presentation to:
Dr. Robert A. Taylor
1015 Martinique Avenue
Ft. Pierce, Florida 34982
Rtaylor234@aol.com
(561) 461-5522
The annual National Oral History Association Conference will
be held in Anchorage, Alaska, October 7-10, 1999. The conference’s theme is “Giving Voice: Oral Historians and the Shaping of
Narrative.” For further details send a virtual letter to Susan Armitage: armitage@wsu.edu or William Schneider: ffwss@aurora.alaska.edu.
Applicants must submit four copies of the following: for full
session proposals, a one-page description of the issues and questions the session will address and abstracts of each presentation;
the name of the convener; suggested commentator(s); and onepage vitae for each presenter. Submit to Susan Armitage, Women’s
Studies Programs, Washington State University, Pullman, Washington, 99164-4007.
The Southern Humanities Council Fifty-Second Anniversary
Conference, “Exploring the Roots and Branches of Southern Tra[238]
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ditions,” will be held March 19-21, 1999, at Thomas Nelson Community College in Hampton, Virginia. Papers, panels, and readings
are invited from all the humanities and social science disciplines.
We are interested in presentations that examine the role of the
South in politics, literature, art, history, horticulture, architecture,
history, theater, religion, etc. Submit proposals to Pamel Monaco,
Thomas Nelson Community College, 99 Thomas Nelson Drive,
Hampton, Virginia, 23670. Deadline for submissions is November
15, 1999.
The Sixteenth Annual International Country Music Conference will be held at Belmont University in Nashville, Tennessee,
June 4-5, 1999. The conference seeks proposals in all disciplines related to the history and contemporary status of all forms of country
music. Proposals should include: a paper title, a 75-100 word abstract, name of presenter(s), institutional affiliation(s), complete
address(es), phone and fax numbers, and e-mail address(es). Proposals may be submitted via the ether to: JAkenson@tntech.edu or
sent via the post to: James E. Akenson, Box 5042, Tennessee Technological University, Cookville, Tennessee. For online information
contact: http://www.tntech.edu/www/acad/ci/icmc.html.
The Institute for Southern Studies at the University of South
Carolina will host a conference entitled “Slavery in Early South
Carolina” on February 12-13, 1999. For online information visit:
http://www.cla.sc.edu/ISS. Queries requiring a human response
should be directed to Thomas Brown at: browntj@garnet.cla.sc.edu.
The Fourth Annual Graduate Student Conference in Southern
History will be held at the University of Mississippi, in Oxford, Mississippi, March 19-20, 1999. The conference welcomes submissions
from graduate students working in all fields of southern history
from the colonial to the modern era. A one-page abstract must be
submitted by January 10, 1999. Completed papers (10-12 pages in
length) must be turned in no later than February 15, 1999. All submissions should be mailed to: Graduate Student Conference in
Southern History, Department of History, Bishop, Room 310, University of Mississippi, University, Mississippi, 38677. Information regarding lodging and travel arrangements is available at:
www.olemiss.edu/depts/history.
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F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY
Awards and Honors

The Florida Historical Society annually awards three prizes for
original work in Florida history. Those for 1997-98 were announced at the annual meeting in Tampa, May 28-30, 1998. The
Arthur W. Thompson Memorial Prize for the best article in the
Quarterly was awarded to Eric Tscheschlok for “‘So Goes the Negro’:
Race and Labor in Miami, 1940-1963,” which appeared in the Summer 1997 issue. The prize memorializes Professor Thompson, a
long-time member of the history faculty at the University of Florida. His family established an endowment which supports the annual grant.
The Rembert W. Patrick Memorial Book Award was given to
Jeffrey A. Drobney, formerly of Youngstown State University, for
Lumbermen and Log Sawyers: Life, Labor, and Culture in the North Florida Timber Industry, 1830-1930, published by Mercer University

Press. Rembert Patrick was secretary of the Society and long-time
editor of the Quarterly. He was also chairman of the history department at the University of Florida and past president of the Southern Historical Association.

The Charlton W. Tebeau Book Award went to Olav Thulesius
for Edison in Florida: The Green Laboratory published by the University Press of Florida. Dr. Tebeau is professor emeritus of history at
the University of Miami.
The Patrick D. Smith Literary Award went to Al Burt for his
book, Al Burt’s Florida, published by the University Press of Florida.
The award was presented by well-known Florida author Patrick D.
Smith.
The Harry T. and Harriette V. Moore Award for the best book
in social and ethnographic history of Florida was awarded to Marvin Dunn for his book, Black Miami in the Twentieth Century published by the University Press of Florida.
In recognition of his service to the Florida Historical Society
and to the academic community nationwide, the Society presented
the Dorothy Dodd Lifetime Achievement Award to Samuel Proctor. Dr. Proctor was the long-time editor of the Quarterly and is Dis-
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tinguished Service Professor Emeritus of History at the University
of Florida.
The Society also recognizes outstanding essays in Florida history submitted by students. The 1997-98 Leroy Collins Prize for the
best essay by a graduate student went to Sheila Cohen of the University of South Florida for “The Marianna Fiesta: Race, Class, Gender and Lynching in a Florida Town.”
The Carolyn Mays Brevard Prize for the best essay by an undergraduate student was awarded to Jennifer Walker Chucran of the
University of South Florida for her essay, “Home Town Heroes:
Plant City Women and World War II.” The Frederick Cubberly
Prize for the best essay by a middle/high school student was
awarded to Larry Omar Rivers of Leon High School, Tallahassee,
for his essay, “‘Every Advancement Comes by Way of Sacrifice’:
Harry T. Moore and the Early Civil Rights Movement in Florida.”
The Florida Historical Society is currently accepting nominees
for book and essay prizes to be awarded at the 1999 Annual Meeting. The Rembert W. Patrick Book Prize is awarded by the Society
to the author of the best scholarly book in Florida history. The
Charlton W. Tebeau Book Award is given to the author of the best
book in Florida history for young readers. The Harry T. and Harriette V. Moore Award is awarded to the author of the best book in
social and ethnographic history. Books published during 1998 are
eligible for the award. Those interested in submitting nominees
should send six (6) copies of the book by January 1, 1999, to Dr.
Nick Wynne, Executive Director, Florida Historical Society, 1320
Highland Avenue, Melbourne, Florida, 32935. Please indicate for
which award you are applying.
The Leroy Collins Graduate Essay competition is open to all
graduate students in all universities. Eligible are papers written on
Florida history topics which are the result of in-class assignments.
The papers must be properly footnoted, show evidence of substantial scholarship, and be completed in the calendar year prior to the
submission date. The award for this category is $200 and a plaque.
The Carolyn Mays Brevard Undergraduate Essay competition
is open to all undergraduate students in all universities, colleges,
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and community colleges. Papers are to be written on Florida history topics, show evidence of substantial scholarship, and be completed within the calendar year prior to the submission date. The
prize consists of a $200 stipend and a plaque.
The Frederick Cubberly High School Essay competition is
open to all high school students in Florida in grades 8-12. The papers are to be written on Florida history topics, be the result of inclass assignments, be properly footnoted, show evidence of substantial scholarship, and be completed within the calendar year
prior to the submission date. The Cubberly award carries a $250 stipend and a plaque.
The procedures for submitting papers for consideration are
the same in all three above categories. Applicants should send five
(5) copies of their paper, along with a cover letter detailing the
class for which it was written, and a resume. A valid telephone number and address should be included. The awards will be made at
the Society’s annual banquet in April 1999 in Daytona Beach and
the winner is expected to attend. Entries should be mailed to: The
Florida Historical Society, 1320 Highland Avenue, Melbourne,
Florida, 32935, and must be received by 5:00 p.m. on April 15,
1999.
FAU’s Harry Kersey Receives Second National History Award

Florida Atlantic University Professor of History Harry A. Kersey
Jr., one of the foremost authorities on the Seminole Indians, is the
recipient of an Award of Merit from the American Association for
State and Local History (AASLH). The award is given for contributions to the understanding of Florida history.
Earlier this year, Dr. Kersey received a prestigious national award
from the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR). The DAR
medal honors an individual whose study and promotion of some aspect of American history on the local, regional or national levels has
significantly advanced the understanding of our nation’s past.
Dr. Kersey, who has been an FAU faculty member for more
than thirty years, has written a number of books on the Seminoles
including a trilogy completed in 1996. The concluding volume, An
Assumption of Sovereignty, highlights the defining eras of Florida
Seminole history, with a focus on the effects of shifting governmen-
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tal attitudes and policies toward Native Americans in Florida during the past quarter-century.
The Jay I. Kislak Foundation, a non-profit research institution
devoted to the history and archaeology of the Caribbean region,
Florida, Mexico, and Central America, has been awarded a grant in
the amount of $18,100 through the Historical Museums Grants-inAid Program provided by the Bureau of Historical Museums, Florida Department of State. The grant will be used to help fund a millennial exhibition entitled Diversity and Progress.
New Publications
Contours, a new, multidisciplinary journal exploring the experiences of people of African descent all over the world, invites submissions for its premier issues. Contours will publish refereed
scholarly articles, fiction, poetry, and societal and cultural commentaries. The journal will publish articles from a diverse field of
disciplines including: sociology, political science, history, anthropology, and psychology; art, film, music, literary, and cultural criticism; and medicine and the health sciences. Contours will be
published three times a year by Indiana University Press and is supported by the African and African-American Studies program and
the Department of History at Duke University. For further details
contact Lynda Horn online at: LLHORN@ACPUB.DUKE.EDU.
Events

The Miami Book Fair International will be held November 1522, 1998, on the grounds of Miami-Dade Community College,
Wolfson Campus, and surrounding streets in downtown Miami.
The eight-day program includes presentations by authors of international acclaim, book-signing sessions, educational programs for
children, a lively street fair, book exhibits and sales, rare book appraisals, and other book-related displays to create a unique literary
happening. The street fair will be held during the final three
days— November 20, 21, 22, 1998.
Obituary
There are no other Marjorys in the world.
She was, she had always been, one of the unique people in this
region of the earth, a legend, never wholly at rest. Few people any-
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where else were like Marjory Stoneman Douglas: her shrewd crusadership in protecting our glittering backyard, one of America’s
most endangered wilderness areas, was the only cause equal to her
powers of the written word. She was unique also in her steely conviction, in fighting for what was right, against what was wrong, and
never wasting a breath to explain why she felt so strongly about the
Everglades of Florida. The same miracle of light that “pours over
the green and brown expanse of saw grass and of water” is what attracted Ms. Douglas to Florida. It was Marjory who brought the Everglades to our attention. More importantly, she shed light on the
unfortunate reality that the “central fact of the Everglades of Florida” was that they were dying. The same “river of grass” that she
helped to define would ultimately define the movement she led for
nearly half a century.
In the early morning hours of May 14, 1998, the undisputed
matriarch of the Florida Everglades passed away. In a sad coincidence, the same year that the Everglades National Park is celebrating its 50th anniversary, the one person who fought harder than
anyone else to save this imperiled ecosystem left this world. Her
108 years on Earth were a testament to what a person could do in
her second 50 years of life, for it was Ms. Douglas who at age 57
wrote her landmark book The Everglades: River of Grass.
Less widely known is the story of how Marjory came to write the
Bible of Everglades understanding. Born on April 7, 1890, in Minneapolis, Minnesota, the future Mother of the Everglades caught
the Florida bug early, at age four, while on a steamer trip with her
parents to Tampa. Years later, after a failed marriage, she moved to
Miami in 1915 to start a new life with her father, Frank Stoneman,
founder and editor of the News Record, predecessor to the Miami
Herald. Stoneman’s controversial editorials denouncing the drainage of the Everglades first influenced Marjory, then a cub reporter.
After World War II, Hervey Allen, editor of Rinehart and Co.‘s
“Rivers of America” series, asked Marjory to write a book about the
Miami River. Marjory found that although the Miami River was too
insignificant to warrant a book, it was a part of a larger, wider,
slower-moving “river” that she would make famous. “All right,”
Allen said, “write about the Everglades!“— setting her off on a lifelong journey.
Much has been said about her book, the formation of her organization, The Friends of the Everglades, and even her legendary
diatribes against complacent members of the Florida power struc-
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ture, but her true lifetime achievement was that she turned the tide
of public opinion from ignoring the destruction of the Everglades
to the desire to save the fragile ecosystem. Ahead of us is the
world’s largest restoration effort. If we can “save the Everglades,” as
Marjory once said, “we may get to keep the planet.” The most crucial time is now. And we have arrived at this juncture because of
one remarkable woman’s efforts. We must proceed into battle without our leader. The future of the Everglades is in all our hands.
CESAR A. BECERRA

AND

MAUD M. DILLINGHAM,
The Everglade Magazine
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